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	                      Asia and the Middle East

	
	Learn the following locations on the maps provided and be prepared to                     demonstrate your knowledge by labeling them on map quiz number four

	
	

	North Korea
	Communist, divided from South Korea following WWII, US troops stationed between the two

	South Korea
	Peninsula country divided from N.Korea, technological boom period

	Japan
	3,000+ islands, Samurai, volcanic, technological innovators, tsunamis and typhoons

	China
	Emerging superpower, one time zone, communist, very geographically diverse

	Tibet
	Indigenous home to Tibetans, highest homeland in the world, conflictingly ruled by China, home to the Exiled Dali Lams

	Taiwan
	Conflictedly part of China, home to exiled Chinese nationalists losers of Chinese civil war 

	Thailand
	Home to Bangkok, Monsoon climate, 95% of Thais are Buddhist

	Singapore
	Island nation, one of last remaining city-states, prosperous thanks to great location

	Hong Kong
	Technically under China's control, actually self ruling and very different than China

	Myanmar (Burma)
	Named changed to Myanmar by oppressive military government, largest SE Asia country

	Laos
	Landlocked, communist country, a "golden triangle" heroin producer, monsoons climate

	Cambodia
	Successor state of once powerful Hindu and Buddhist Khmer Empire, important Mekong river

	Vietnam
	Long history of resistance to colonialism, controversial "conflict" of 70's-first communist domino

	Philippines
	Recently US colony, a part of the "ring of fires," 180+ languages spoken

	Indonesia
	Nation of over 17,000 islands, huge population, majority Muslim, important trade great surf

	Brunei
	remnant of a very powerful sultanate, regained independence from UK in 1984.

	Sumatra
	Largest entirely Indonesian island in the archipelago

	Borneo
	large island divided between Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei.

	New Guinea
	2nd largest island, western half contains the Indonesian provinces of Papua and West Papua, eastern half forms the mainland of Papua New Guinea.

	Mongolia
	Landlocked, very little arable land, many nomads, world's Least populated country 

	India
	Second most populous country, Monsoon climate, Ganges river and Hindus/Sikhs

	Sri Lanka
	Strategic island nation, conflict between Tamils and Sinhalese

	Nepal
	Landlocked, largely dependent upon Himalayan mntn hikers climbing Mt. Everest

	Bangladesh
	Formerly east wing of Pakistan created by 1947 partition, Ganges delta, monsoons

	Pakistan
	Created after British left India to separate ethnic groups (Muslims, Hindus)

	Afghanistan
	Landlocked, frequent civil wars, many dependent upon poppy cultivation

	Beijing
	Capital of China, political, educational, cultural center. Host 2008 Olympics

	Mumbai (Bombay)
	Largest city in India, located on seven now-merged islands 

	Tokyo
	De facto capital of Japan, most populated metropolitan area in the world, uber expensive

	Himalaya Mountains
	Highest mountains by far! Source of Ganges, Indus and Yangtze, formed by plate convergence, home to Mt. Everest

	Yangtze River
	Longest river in Asia, 3rd longest in the world, 

	Hwang Ho River (yellow River)
	Often referred to as the "cradle of Chinese civilization," major East-West river, important for transport, irrigation, etc.

	Mekong River
	Like many others, extremely important flood plains and deltas feed huge Asian populations

	Ganges River
	Sacred to Hindus, glacial source is in danger…

	Indus River
	Key resource for Pakistan (especially the Punjab region), 

	Gobi Desert
	China, 4th largest in the world, rain shadow of Himalayas

	Kazakhstan
	Largest "stan," "stan"= old Persian word meaning "home of" largely semi-desert (Steepe), formerly part of USSR

	Turkmenistan
	Formerly part of USSR, mostly Muslim, black sand deserts, 

	Uzbekistan
	Formerly part of USSR, landlocked, little precipitation

	Tajikistan
	landlocked, mountainous, formerly part of USSR, shares Persian culture

	Kyrgyzstan
	landlocked, mountainous, formerly part of USSR, deposits of metals (gold/rare earth metals)

	Siberia
	high latitudes of Northern Asia, much of Russia, very cold and dry

	Caspian Sea
	Salinity content varies from none to a little, largest enclosed body of water on Earth by area

	Aral Sea
	Heavily polluted and shrinking quickly, vital water source for millions

	Kurdistan ?
	Once once briefly an actual state for the Kurdish people, no longer exists today

	Kuwait
	Desert, rich with oil, first Gulf War was over Iraq's invasion of Kuwait

	Jordan
	Mainly desert, long history of conflict with Israel

	Iran
	Non-Arab country, Persian speakers,  internationally disputed nuclear program

	Iraq
	Home to Iraq wars and much oil, fertile crescent-proposed beginning of agriculture

	Lebanon
	Mountainous, Mediterranean climate, long history of conflict with Israel

	Saudi Arabia
	Home to Mecca and Medina, world's largest petroleum exporter, 

	Mecca
	Birthplace of Islamic founder Mohammed, destination of Islamic pilgrimage (Hajj)

	Yemen
	Important ports, ancestral home to Osama Bin Laden

	Syria
	Majority Sunni Muslim population, long dispute with Israel, participant in the 6 day war

	Qatar
	The Qatari peninsula juts 100 miles (160 km) into the Persian Gulf from Saudi Arabia

	Bahrain
	Borderless island country in the Persian Gulf, natural gas, oil and fisheries 

	United Arab Emirates
	Middle Eastern federation of seven states situated in the southeast of the Arabian Peninsula, The seven states, termed emirates, are Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Dubai, Fujairah, Ras al-Khaimah, Sharjah, and Umm al-Quwain, 

	Oman
	North of Yemen, Vast central desert

	Beirut
	Christian, Muslim, Druze conflicted city, used to be tourism center

	Jerusalem
	Capital of Israel, Very holy city for JEWISH, CHRISTIAN AND MUSLUM people 

	Israel
	Jewish homeland in long dispute with Palestinians occupying the same territory

	Gaza Strip
	Disputed area between Israel and Egypt switched hands many times

	Golan Heights
	Militarily strategic Disputed plateau on the border of Israel, Lebanon, Jordan and Syria. 

	West Bank
	Landlocked territory on the western edge of the Jordan river

	Gulf of Suez
	Young rift basin, separating Africa from Asia Ending at Egyptian city of  Suez 

	Sinai Peninsula
	Triangle-shaped peninsula in Egypt connecting Africa to Southwest Asia

	Persian Gulf
	Formerly called the G. of Arabia, Rich in coral reef and fish, Tigris and Euphrates 

	Jordan River
	One of the World's most religious rivers, useful border, flows into the Dead Sea

	Tigris River
	Eastern member of the two great rivers that define Mesopotamia, begins in Turkey, 

	Euphrates River 
	Eastern member of the two great rivers that define Mesopotamia, begins in Turkey

	Caucasus Mountains
	Natural dividing line between Asia and Europe, ecologically important

	Baghdad
	Near ancient Babylonia, split in half by the Tigris river and War
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